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Ancient Greek Art

Unit Objectives

In this unit, you will

talk about the topic of ancient Greek art

read about the definition of Greek sculpture

learn the history of Greek sculpture

get familiar with professional terms in Greek art
and myth

read about the stories of Greek myth

practice talking about ancient Greek art




Warm Up

| . Pair Work
Discuss the historical sequence of Greek sculpture with your neighbours and
share your answers with your classmates.

A. the Hellenistic period

B. the Archaic period

C. the Classical period

The correct order is , and

[I. Column Match
Match the Greek gods in Column A with their Roman counterparts in Column B
with your partner.

Column A Column B
1. Zeus A. Mars
2. Hera B. Venus
3. Athena C. Pluto
4. Aphrodite D. Jupiter
5. Apollon E. Neptune
6. Ares F. Juno
7. Hades G. Minerva
8. Poseidon H. Apollo
9. Artemis [. Cupid

10. Eros J. Diana




Ancient Greek Art

Venus: A Beauty of Ancient Greece

Para 1

As the most famous Greek sculpture in the
world, Venus de Milo is at present on display at
the Louver Museum. The three-dimensional
quality of drapery, which seems about to slip
off the body, adds charm to the sculpture.
Famous for the missing of her arms, artists
praise her as the symbol of graceful female
beauty.

Para 2

Created between 130 and 100 BC, Venus de
Milo is believed to depict Aphrodite (Venus to
the Romans) , the Greek goddess of love and
beauty. Are you curious about Aphrodite?
Let’s trace the Greek myth to find the answer.
Aphrodite was born from the sea foam. Due to
her great beauty other gods feared that she
would interrupt the peace among them and lead
to war. Zeus married her to an ugly god of
smith. Her unhappy marriage led Aphrodite to
have many lovers.

Venus de Milo




Medici Venus

Para 4

Ancient Greek sculpture is made by ancient Greeks to show how beautiful their gods and

Para 3

Venus de Milo was discovered by a peasant in 1820 on
the Aegean island of Milo. Her great fame was not only
as a result of her admitted beauty, but also owed to the
propaganda of French government. In 1815, France
returned Medici Venus to Italy, which was at that time
regarded as the finest Greek sculpture. That caused the
French to promote Venus de Milo as a greater treasure
than the one they had lost.

goddesses are. The history of Greek sculptures may be divided into three stages. the
Archaic period (c. 750—c. 500 BC) , the Classical period (c. 500—323 BC) and the
Hellenistic period (323—146 BC).

the Winged

ctory of Samothrace

Para 5

During the Archaic period, artists made large free-standing
sculptures in stiff poses with the dreamlike smile. The
Classical period is featured by the idea of scale in order to
create works with balance. A good example is Parthenon.
Following the Classical period, Hellenistic sculpture allows
the statue to be admired from all angles. Rather than
precision, artists seek to represent the character. A number
of the best-known works belong to this period, such as
Venus de Milo and the Winged Victory of Samothrace (190
BC).

(Words . 355)




New Words

* dimensional [ di'menfonal]
a. Z=EY
* drapery [ 'dreipori]

n. (B ERY) kel

charm [tfaim]

n. 85

graceful [ 'greisfol]
a. fLER; BN
*“ depict [ di'pikt ]
vi. fiE; R
trace [ treis]

vt. BRER; 1B
*myth [ mif ]

n. i

smith [ smif ]

n. &KE

“ Aegean [ 'izdzon]
a. EEiBW

* propaganda [ propa'gends]
n. E5ES
“archaic [ a:'keiik ]

a. HRE; HEW

* Hellenistic [ heli'nistik ]
a. (Aer4 L=, mxar 1 i
2Zr) FEIEEXHH

The short form for (=4%) is 3D.

(#AR#E4%) of Venus

de Milo is very vivid.

(BZEEES) lies in

its romantic way of life.

Audrey Hepburn is a symbol of (L7
Zi%).
Vincent Van Gaugh (HaTHM) in

his painting “Starry Night”.

Sherlock Holmes is very good at (ER
ERERIC).
Have you any idea about (FKEES

R Z B HIHRIE) ?

The job of (&£I[E) is really hard work.

Greece is famous for the beauty of its

(EEELLS).

The (FT—=Ef&) of Louis Vuitton
has started in February.

(& KB H) is an

important period in Greek culture.

Greek sculpture reached its peak during the

(FRELETHEA).




stiff [ stif]

a. FEAR; E£ER
pose [ pauz]

n. &%

scale [ skeil ]

n. LbZ

angle [ 'angl]

n. AE

precision [ pri'sizon]
n. BWH; BE

seek [ sitk]

vt. F3&; IBXK

She greeted us (AEBRNSE).

The model enjoys

(BARZEH)

when taking photos.

The best (551t H]) is 1 to 8.
Ferrari is perfect to admire (ANEB&IfA
E).

Omega sets a standard for the (Fx
HIFETRE) .

Everyone is born with the right to (18
KR=ER).

Phrases and Expressions

be curious about
owe to

divide into

be featured by

rather than

Professional Terms

. Venus de Milo [ 'vi:nas do 'mailou]
(CRTZBREMNT, METHETEMZPNAEESSHHRNE, MAERE
HEeEFBAXTENER, k552t A1:8, HF8 A3 M5z, X5t
AT EIRK1:3:5, XHE “HEHEE”, INMHERABRZERKREEAN
=R EN




. Venus [ 'vimnos]

Ho, ST DMIEPETEEENLM, FERTHHEMEFRIMAHZRE

. Aphrodite [ &fra'daiti]
P RINGF, HREMIEFEEZESEN LM,

. Medici Venus [ 'meditfi'viinos ]

(CEFEFHENTY, HERTHTRESFEFERE, EFRBLEHE, AUE
WREMEERNENZEZFRNBENFEEZES, BARMNGMET —KH L4
M ENRELERES, HhEZEZHNHME (EEFNENT) 1 CkKFH
HIZELNERY o

. the Archaic Period [ a:'keiik'pioriod]

HREE (AT 8 e —ATEI 6 tted), HFHEBMAAFHFRHMELZRERS
ZERPANSEERZEARZEZTZARW, ZXEH, dH&BZAZRHERLBECS
FIRXE, ARIZEAMAOER, A\MHEZERBARELES, #HFRA “TLO8RM
E

. the Classical Period [ 'klasikol'pioriod]

HERE (Axarb taE—Axa4 tHE), FERTHHNZREIEMEM 7 H %
HESHH. MERETHADY, TEHEEEXKHELNME, REEFE
HHEEERETE, RPN ZAREES R, fB. BE. EARA “HEAN
e,

. the Hellenistic Period [ heli'nistik 'pioriod]

HIEWETH (A4 HER—ATEr 1 ed), XRER/EXKE, KR
BEHHMEARELNRE, 0 CRENENRT), BEEMAETLES. BNEE
MERIER RLERFLFMAILFN . aFBEEARATRF AN REMBH LS
SEE, EARSIHNEE,

. the Winged Victory of Samothrace [ 'semo0reis ]
(FEEEEHMMR M) KEAMG, 5328 EX, SHMETATAN 190 £, I




BEEBRTFE, FIFEZEZ— EEMETHREMLRE, REARHEA,
EFmRARAN, EMAREZEFLXHER, HESRZIMEZHOMRE
mEE,

Exercises

. Professional Terms

. Translate the following Chinese sentences into English, making use of the

professional terms you have learned in this unit.

1) IXENFEEFEREFEEZEEMLM,

2) FEHREBNEZETETLORME

3) REEXRMFEERELE, KigHIHENHTIE R & B ATHENHT?

4) (HEFLMMWIILFN) ERBEUNRANKRRIEZ—

Group Assignment

The following topics are related to Text A. Choose one of the topics you like
and work with your team members to make a short PPT presentation. Report
your presentation in class.

1) Venus de Milo

2) Medici Venus

3) the Winged Victory of Samothrace
4) the Hellenistic Period

5) the Classical Period

. Comprehension of the Text

. The following questions are based on the comprehension of the text. Please

answer these questions with words, phrases or sentences you have learned in
the text.




1) What's the most famous Greek sculpture in the world?

2) Which Greek goddess does the sculpture describe?

3) What was the sculpture named after?

4) Why did France try to publicize the sculpture?

5) What are the three stages of ancient Greek sculpture history?

2. The following sentences are picked out from the text; please translate them into
Chinese, paying special attention to the sentence patterns.
1) The three-dimensional quality of drapery, which seems about to slip off the
body, adds charm to the sculpture.

2) Her great fame was not only as a result of her admitted beauty, but also
owed to the propaganda of French government.

3) The history of Greek sculptures may be divided into three stages. the
Archaic period, the Classical period and the Hellenistic period.

4) The Classical period is featured by the idea of scale in order to create works
with balance.

[Il. Important Paragraph
There are ten blanks in the following paragraph. Fill in the blanks with proper words
you have learned and try to recite the short paragraph.

During the 1 period, artists made large 2 sculptures in stiff
3 with the dreamlike smile. The 4 period is featured by the idea
of 5 in order to create works with 6 . A good example is

7 . Following the Classical period, 8 sculpture allows the
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to be admired from all 10 )

I[V. Vocabulary

1.

Complete the following sentences with the words or phrases given below and

change the forms if necessary. Each word or phrase can be used only once.

1)

dimensional charm myth depict
trace seek scale precision
Many young immigrants leave for the United States both fame and

fortune.

The spaceship requires results of calculation so as to avoid
accidents.

Do you think Lady Gaga is a lady?

A lion a wounded deer toward the border.

Sony has released a new series of three- TV sets which are quite

expensive.

. There are ten incomplete sentences in this part. For each sentence, there are

four choices marked A, B, C and D. Choose the one that best completes the

sentence.
1) Coco Chanel held a attitude toward fashion and never followed the
trend blindly.
A) charming B) graceful
C) myth D) curious
2) According to the Greek myth, Aphrodite was married to the god of
A) hell B) war
C) smith D) wisdom
3) The poet his lover as a red, red rose.
A) depicted B) decided
C) degraded D) derived
4) He was so embarrassed to meet his ex-girlfriend that he had to talk in a

voice.
A) tough B) natural




C) gentle
5) ~290°s a (n)
A) left angle

C) acute angle
6) Marilyn Monroe is
A) made
C) moved
7) The Oscar Award winner

D) stiff

in geometry ( J1{o]=).
B) right angle
D) obtuse angle

by her sexy figure.
B) produced
D) featured
his success to the support of his family

and fans.

A) depicted B) owed

C) traced D) divided
8) Venus de Milo was found on a (n) island.

A) Aegean B) Atlantic C) Pacific D) Arctic
9) BC is the short form for Before .

A) Camel B) Calendar C) Christ D) Claus
10) How Greek sculptures are stored in the Louver Museum?

A) many B) much C) often D) about

\/. Sentence Structure

Pay attention to the italicized parts of the English sentences and imitate the

sentence structures to translate the Chinese into English.

1. Rather than precision, artists seek to represent the character.

(5HiZRAX %), we are more like friends.

2. Ancient Greek sculpture is made by ancient Greeks to show how beautiful their

gods and goddesses are.
The first plane

(B3EEFTBEEHHIE) in 1903 in America.

3. Her great fame was not only as a result of her admitted beauty, but also owed

to the propaganda of French

The movie Avatar has achieved great success

#HZARE).

government.
(AeEmLE, mMA
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VI. Pick up Your Grammar
HIERAS4EA (Tenses in English)
HERWRAE M R AT REER, ‘7 RRHE, “F ZTRRE,
DAk, BEHME “FEMBMINE (1TH) RE", RIEFEF+AMWBRE,
TR

At E O 3k T ERER
— g — AR B 7E At — g 2 Bt — g A Sk Bt it £ 4 SR A
BT ME#ITR o £igiTE BREITHR | BRBERHAITR
SERY, IR 7E 5E B A it % SE B WRZTRAE | FERERTRR
gt S I (VR RS
SERUETT | AT AITRY | E X SERBITR | KRBT |
SR AT B

(1) —MIRErt
BEAREX (EEBEAEF=ATREH, 3hiF +s/es, HRFLAERER)
f5]. | get up at seven every day and my mom gets up at six.
(2) —fid =t
be FhiRREEIER S BTN was/were; 1TAFNRENTERX
5. There was a river around the campus five years ago.
(3) —M¥&sRAt
will/shall/be going to + Zhial B
be (about) to + ZhiFEF
5. We will build more subways in the future.
(4) FEEER
was/were +going to + ZhiR R
would (should) +ZhiEAER
5. Jane told us she would go to France next year.
(5) Mt ITH
am/is/are + FhiR| M 7E 4317
f5]: Look! A bird is singing in the tree.




(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

& XK 1T
was/were + ZfjiF I 7E 4317
f5]: What were you doing when | called you last night?
R PE1T Y
1. will be + ZhiR BLFE 5 1A
Mike will be going online at eight tomorrow evening.
HL7E 52 R B
have/has + Zhia it & 417
5. Tony has already eaten two pizzas.
i3 25 5E AL
had + 733 2% 4317
f51: | had finished reading the novel by nine o’clock last night.
3R A A
shall/will have + gl T X417
f5]: The world will have doubled its population by 2050.
RTE e B AT Y
have/has been + ZhiF I 1E 417
5. It has been raining for a week.
it 25 5E AT RS
had been + ZhiFA T 7E 43 17
5. The news had been going on for a while before | knew it.
1 5T BB AT B
shall/will have been + ZfiF I FE 4317

5. | shall have been reading the novel by this time next week.

it BN SR HITRS

should/would be + ZhiFl IR 7E 43 17]

f5]: The poster said that the movie would be lasting 3 hours.
i 2545 5k 5E R B

should/would have + ZhiFl it %417

5] . Tina should have waken up earlier, but she didn't.

i 548 5k 5E R 1T B

should/ would have been + ZhiF R 7E 4317

13
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f5]: It should have been snowing on Silent Night, however nothing had
happened.

Exercise: Identify the tenses of the underlined part in each sentence.

VI

. They had planted six hundred trees before last Wednesday.

The earth goes around the sun.
If he accepts the job, he will get more money soon.
The little boy is always making trouble.

They have lived in Beijing since 2008.
This is the most interesting film | have ever seen.

The boy was doing his homework when his father came back from work.
The President will be meeting the foreign delegation at the airport.

. By the time you reach the station, the train will have left.

0. Monica is coming for dinner tonight.

Guided Writing

Develop a short passage entitled “Venus de Milo in My Eyes” by answering the

following questions.

1.
2.

What do you think of Venus de Milo?

Do you agree that Venus de Milo is the most beautiful sculpture in the world?
Why or why not?

Can you guess where her missing arms are?

. What are your standards of beauty?
. Who is the prettiest female in your opinion? And why?




Ancient Greek Art

Greek Myth

Para 1

In daily life, we often come across certain
brand names such as “Nike” , “Hermes” ,
but have you ever wondered what they stand
for? In Greek tales, Nike is the goddess of
victory while Hermes is the god of messenger.
People relate the brands with gods in order to
promote the image of their products. No
wonder the Americans named their spaceships
“Apollo” .

Logo of Hermes

Para 2

Myth is at the heart of everyday life in Ancient
Greece. Greek myth is the legends belonging
to the ancient Greeks concerning their gods
and heroes as well as the nature of the world.
Greeks regard myth as part of their history. It is
a source of pride to be able to trace one’s
descent from a god. For instance, the
inhabitants of Athens admire Athena as their
guardian and name their city after her.

The Parthenon

Besides, the Parthenon was devoted to
Athena.

15
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Apollo and Daphne

Para 5

Para 3

Most Greek gods and goddesses are associated
with specific aspects of life. For example, Zeus is
the king of gods; Hera is the queen; Poseidon is
the god of the sea. Aphrodite is the goddess of love
and beauty. Ares is the god of war; Hades is the
god of the dead; Athena is the god of wisdom and
courage; Apollo is the god of the sun. The main
Greek gods are the twelve Olympians. Zeus, Hera,
Poseidon, Ares, Hermes, Hephaestus, Aphrodite,
Athena, Apollo, Artemis, Demeter and Hades.

Para 4

Artists from past to present have derived
inspiration from Greek myth. Homer was entitled
the " education of Greece” and his poetry was
mostly based on the deeds of gods or heroes.
According to Homer’s account in Odyssey, it was
the dispute between Aphrodite, Apollo and Athena
that led to the Trojan War. Oedipus the King, the
most famous Greek tragedy is another good case in
point.

After the rise of philosophy in the late 5" century BC, the fate of Greek myth became

uncertain. Plato regarded the myths as “old wives’ chatter”. However, Plato’s objection

to Greek tales was not welcome by the grassroots. The old myths are still popular today

and form a main subject for painting and sculpture.

(Words . 362)




New Words

messenger [ 'mesindzo]
image [ 'imidz]

legend [ 'ledzond]
concerning [ kon'so:nip ]
“descent [ di'sent ]
inhabitant [ in'habitont ]
“ guardian [ 'ga:dion]
specific [ spi'sifik ]
aspect [ 'aspekt ]
derive [ di'raiv]
inspiration [ jinspa'reifon]
entitle [in'taitl]

dispute [ di'spju:t]
tragedy [ 'tredszidi]

fate [ feit]

uncertain [ An'so:tn ]

“chatter [ 't[ato]

n. f5{&E

n. &

n. &5

prep. XF

n. 5%, M

n. fRipHE

a. B

vt. k5

>
Al
&

vt. BEFEANFESALF
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Phrases and Expressions

come across B E

stand for KR

relate --- with --- j@---F0-- BRRE—FE
devote to e

derive --- from --- M---3RER

objection to &3t

Professional Terms

. Nike [ 'naiki]

RE, HHEBMIEPRBER M,

. the Twelve Olympians [ ou'limpionz ]

(HHmAEHIER) BARCHLEERN 12 X HH (XBZE), A (KX
WMzE), FKEES (KFEM), XSRS (E5%M), BAal (F8X%WH),
REEZ (EM), ik (&#), HESH (FE), MERSKRET (A%
M), IBRE (M), SFEIFHELH (), BRE (RilkH),

. Homer [ 'houmo]

T, HARBEEZEARA, TEWRARMXFRIRE, QITH 873 F£4,
REREGE (FRIIE) 1 (RER), IABEFRRA (FTIEF), BE
et RER BRENERESHEE MM,

. Odyssey [ 'odisi]

(RER), TORRERZ— HRAFHEREREECHERSFRFLEREM
ERRHRSE, FARBEREREMEELTMEDEE, KAERMM
SEKXERR, WO, BECHXRER+TRE, FERBAR, NRE




HEUE, ERERN. RLREEHREMENE, 52ILHREAR,

the Trojan War [ 'troudzon]

BEREF, RFERA—INEER, LEHEE “AER=WHNLMW’, Hh, #
HMERZHENABCEBNG, EXRBEREIFRR. =T HERFH A,
MALE R G S, HARMAEMIBERANLN, EHAMEEENETFER. &
REMBETEER, TEMAUREABPROEIFERA

Oedipus the King [ 'i:dipas]

CERIGHEETEY, HFERELIBRASE, (RUHEITE)Y N FHEBE®IE, BRT
AEWMERNHR, GUNHHFHEREES, KXERRNMAFREFELE,
REMS =N (Sphinx) #EizfE, BTEHZEBENE, BEEHEMNEME, &
WHETEFEE R, BIGHTNRET B 2R,

Exercises

Professional Terms

Translate the following Chinese sentences into English, making use of the

professional terms you have learned in this unit.

1.

2.

3.

TR ARMNLFEZ R

fRENE A FEHIE R 12 (L RFHHIEEG?

PR REFIE 10 £, RERBEHEEF,

Comprehension of the Text

Scan Text B and choose the best answers.

1.

Hermes is the god of in Greek mythology.
A) sun B) ocean C) messenger D) moon

. The Parthenon is said to be devoted to

A) Apollo B) Athena C) Zeus D) Venus

19
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3. The most famous tragedy in Greece is
A) Odyssey
C) the Trojan War

4. It was said that the dispute between
A) Aphrodite and Athena
C) Homer and Plato

B) King Arthur

D) Oedipus the King
led to the Trojan War.

B) Zeus and Hera

D) Poseidon and Apollo

5. Which of the following is true according to the passage?

A) After the rise of philosophy, the Greek myth became out of the date.

Plato’s dislike to Greek myth was accepted by the Greeks.

B)
C) The Greek myths provide sources for art even today.
D)

Only artists in the past drew inspiration from Greek myth.






