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Art and Life

Unit Objectives

In this unit, you will

discuss the definition of art

get to learn the names and stories of some artists
talk about the relations between art and life

read about the importance of attitude

practice talking about the life stories of some art-

ists




Warm Up

| . Pair Work
Discuss the following questions with your neighbors.

1. How many years have you been learning art?
| have

2. What do you think art is?
| think

3. How many great artists do you know?

| know
[I. Column Match
Match the following English terms in Column A with the Chinese equivalence in

Column B.

Column A Column B
architecture i 322}
opera R
painting 37
cartoon EH
sculpture &

E]

photography 23

1




Art and Life

Art in Life

Para 1

Humans have been creating art since prehistoric

times. Each culture seems to have its own ideas of
what art is and each culture creates its own ideals for
how art should look like. Therefore, it is no wonder
there is no universally accepted definition of art. To
make things easier, it is better to describe art as “the
use of skill and imagination in the creation of aesthetic
objects, environments or experiences that can be
shared with others”. Aesthetics, the study of beauty,
is the branch of philosophy which studies art.

An Ancient Fresco

Para 2

Art includes different kinds of human activities, creations, and modes of expres-

sion, such as architecture, music, opera, dance, painting, sculpture, car-
toons, printmaking, ceramics, stained glass, photography, and cinematog-
raphy. Painting is the most understandable way of art, because it gives us the
most full and vivid impression. We might guess that painting was the first way
of art.

Para 3

It is generally agreed that art plays a large part in making our lives
much richer. Imagine, just for a minute, a world without art!
(You may think “ So what?” , but please consider the impact
that lack of graphics would have on your favorite video game. )
Look at the desk or table where you are, right this minute. Some-
one designed that and it is art. What about your shoes, your cof-
fee cup, the motion pictures you watch and even the video
games you play? All functional design, if well done, is art.

Portrait of Da Vinci (1452—1519)




Para 4

The language of art is universal. Everybody, in spite of
age, nationality and occupation understands what is said
by the painter. Art gives us a possibility to express our-
selves and to become famous. But what distinguishes
those world-famous artists, such as Da Vinci, Michelan-
gelo and Picasso? Is it merely because they are very tal-
ented or born to be geniuses? In Da Vinci’s opinion,
positive attitude toward life is the most decisive factor

for an artist’s success.

Portrait of Paganini (1782—1840)

Portrait of Michelangelo (1475—1564)

Para 5

Here is a story of Paganini, a great Italian violinist. While he
was performing before a most distinguished audience, one of
his violin strings suddenly snapped. The audience gasped.
But the master musician continued calmly to play on the three
remaining strings. Snap! A second string broke. Then, with a
sharp crack, a third string broke! For a brief moment, the artist
stopped, raised his violin high, and with one hand announced,
“One string-and Paganini. ”

With great skills, he finished the selection on a single string. His
performance was perfect and the audience gave him a standing

ovation.

Para 6

There will be times in your life when one string after an-
other will snap. And you will go through experiences that
might tempt you to give up. But if you maintain a posi-
tive attitude, you won't allow yourself to give up. Your at-
titude toward life decides the life’s attitude toward you.
(Words. 478)




New Words

prehistoric [ prihi'storik ]

a. SETH

ideal [ ai'dial]

a. &n. BEK (FWHA)
therefore [ 'deafor ]

ad. Et, Ak, AL
definition [ ,defi'nifon]

n. X, BX

aesthetic [1i:s'fetik ]

a. &n. HXE (%) B, £%
environment [ in'vaioronmont ]
n. Mg, BERKR
philosophy [ fi'losofi]

n. {xE, NER
architecture [ 'a:kitektfs ]
n. #EHzE, EHA

opera [ 'apors ]

n. FEl

sculpture [ 'skalpt[a]

n. BRI, AEZE

ceramics [ si'raemiks ]

a. fgssm, 5HR|\HEXM
stain [ stein]

vi. & vi. (f§) #&
cinematography [ ;sinima'tografi]
n. BEZEAR

vivid [ 'vivid]

a. B R, MMmMER
impact [ 'impekt ]

n. &im, 1ER

graphics [ 'grefiks ]

n. FEKR, E&

ltis a (SRR E ).

What is your (EBEWIE)?

He likes colors, (E i FEZARE
AT .

What is your (ZRBEN)?
Froman  (ZEZf/HE), itisavery
nice design.

Every should (FRIPIREE).

His is (AERZAA
IEXRERE).

He is studying (AHEHZE).

Linda likes (BRAXRE—HIE).
Will you go to Shanghai to see the (3k
BfERMEE) 2

Some = (FEEAREG) are shown in

this exhibition.

He (B REBIRERE).
He is very interested in ( KRB
ZNR).

(—EMIMIN R EE) is present to
our eye.
The computer had made a great (Xt
MRERBI M) .

(#r 89 % B $ &R ) took computer

games into a new era.




motion [ 'maufan ]

n. (MERY) =3
functional [ 'fankfanal]
a. AAK, SAK
occupation [ okju'peifon]
n. T{E; Rk
distinguish [ dis'tingwi ]
vt. & vi. #3], X3
talented [ 'teelontid ]

a. BARER, RXAH
genius [ 'dzimnjas]

n. X#4, XK

positive [ 'pozativ]

a. FARE; BEW
attitude [ 'eetitjuid]

n. X, %

decisive [ di'saisiv]

a. REMH, RETH
string [ strip ]

n. (’REFERY) 3%, A%

% snap [ snap |

vt. &vi. (fEEY) ZRHRERFE

[

gasp [ga:sp]

vt. & vi. IR, EHS

« ovation [ au'veifon]

n. #HZUXID

tempt [ tempt ]

vt. S| BFHRBATAFNE
maintain [ mein'tein ]

vt. fR¥F, 44

A cinema fimis alsocalled ~ in the
US.

This is a book of (ERAEK).

His (BRMr B E2K) .

His big nose (it 5SRARE).

Tom Hanks is a (RAWER).
Mozartisrealy ~—  (HEERHXFA).

He is very (—ZEFHRRMR).

He has a very (3 EFHRES
E).

College is a (IR—ERXEME) .
His fingers swept (HMAZ).

My nerves (ETEWENTH®
7).

I the unexpected news. ( F&iRiFE
IHAESK) .

The students gave the professor

when he entered the classroom. (#23z il ).

His friend _ (XAEfEif1Eik).

Food is necessary to (4EdE44r) .




Phrases and Expressions

no wonder AEFE, REA

such as Biltn, 24615%35E

play a part in T HEEER

in spite of RE, it

born to be KRER, E£XRHE

in one’s opinion EREAEXR, EANMEMS
standing ovation 2 3L KD

go through Zh

Professional Terms

1.

aesthetics

EZ—FKIETHEIE aesthesis, E2ERFHAZANMEPEEREN A
R “£7 M. AREFBESELANAER, Mg @itmE$hiim
R HIBie g =,

2. stained glass

HEEE, AEATEFKGR, ERTHE, XTEWER L, £RT=#NF
B, AR ZAURERL., HERFRER, SHRHWEN, "TRUSEAA
EFERR. MERITRA, RENBSABHFHBFRE, XESKATT.

3. cinematography

HEARZ 20 tHEREN—MEAREIN, MHRBEAFE, MBEESEFEAS
W, HFEHENHEMTERMERERLR, RBAMRUUS 4 FMRERE
H—MEZER, —MRME, BEXE—MESTEANBENEEHEER, BELERE
EMERTENES.




. Da Vinci

[do'vint[i] EBME - X - 253 (Leonardo Da Vinci [ liou'na:rdou da 'vint[i],
1452 —-1519) 44 Leonardo Di Ser Piero Da Vinci, ftt5¥FFeAE ZFnHrE/RHF
RECYNTEAXER", LEBEIMRNIXZEXMNHAREEMNRRAY, TEREK
1Eq: ARWWHY. (FEZE), (RENBRE) %,

. Michelangelo

[ /maiksl'eendzslou] KFABAES - tHAF FE ( Michelangelo Buonarroti, 1475 -
1564 ), £ Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni, Ff#83., ZHff. &
KMTFEN, i—HIERZARHTEE, BHFECSHZARAEK, MOXIEHITIJLE
ENMMERNZAREK, TEMEM: (KRB, EEY. (IEE). (litL) &,

. Picasso

[pi'kaisov] B#h% - Bz (Pablo Picasso, 1881 -1973) 24K AELTHREE
EHMPEMERRTZHNERR, MHMHEEERZERE ESTETAGHMA, ft
EERURE—TEEFRREBEIBCHIERREEEZFENER, X T1Em,
EmZRii: “RNE—REPRRERMN, XMERMEHS X"

. Paganini

[ pego'nini] ERF - A& EE ( Niccolo Paganini, 1782 —1840), &KX #|/h
REESR., (FHlxX, R ESRILN T EREA/MEEER, B0 TNELY
BRIGFEmR, MEATER “NMREZR” 1 “FBRZE", #AERE (EX
AthEd). (ZTHEEBEEH). (XEZHE). (XFF). (RBIIIERT)
%

Exercises

. Professional Terms
. Translate the following Chinese sentences into English, making use of the pro-
fessional terms you have learned in this unit.

1) % - FFE—MUBEXAHXAERK,




2) RAPEFERLE, M2, ZRMNETF,

3) EMR—EE THAFRMEFERH,

4) tAt& R R M AMFRA “INMREZ T,

Group Assignment

The following topics are related to Text A. Choose one of the topics you like and
work with your team members to make a short PPT presentation. Report your
presentation in class.

1) The definition of art

2) Leonardo Da Vinci

3) Michelangelo Buonarroti

4) Pablo Picasso

|| . Comprehension of the Text

The following questions are based on the comprehension of the text. Please an-

swer these questions with words, phrases or sentences you have learned in the

text.

1.

Why is it very difficult to find a universally accepted definition of art?
Because each culture

Why is painting the most understandable way of art?
Because it gives us

What role does art play in our life?
It makes our life

What does the author mean by “the language of art is universal”?
Everybody understands

What can you learn from the story of Paganini?
| learn that

l. Important Paragraph

There are ten blanks in the following paragraph. Fill in the blanks with proper words
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you have learned and try to recite the short paragraph.

The language of art is 1 . Everybody, in spite of age, nationality and
~ 2 understands what is said by the 3 . Art gives us a possibiltyto 4 our-
selves and to become famous. But what 5 those word-famous artists, such as
Da Vinci, Michelangeloand 6 ?Isit 7 because they arevery 8 orborn
to be genius? In Da Vinci’s opinion, positive 9 towards life is the most 10

factor for an artist's success.

|V. Vocabulary
1. Complete the following sentences with the words or phrases given below and
change the forms if necessary. Each word or phrase can be used only once.

architecture string opera genius
philosophy graphics  occupation gasp

1) It is said that Paganini could play the violin at the age of three, therefore he

is really a
2) He has a dream to build the most beautiful mansion in the world, so he
chose as his major.

3) Please fill in the form your name, gender and .
4) | think we should be friendly to everyone around us, this is my life

5) The Johns went to National Centre for the Performing Arts and watched the
famous Turandot.
2. There are ten incomplete sentences in this part. For each sentence, there are
four choices marked A, B, C and D. Choose the one that best completes the
sentence.

1) It is believed by some people that God the world in six days.
A) painted B) accepted C) shared D) created

2) Aesthetics can be defined the study of beauty.
A) to B) for C) as D) in

3) People’s of beauty have greatly changed in the past twenty years.
A) ideals B) identity C) idol D) image

4) Michelangelo is one of the most artists in the 16th century.




A) different B) difficult C) deciding D) distinguished

5) To be a good painter, you needto  a sharp eye toward life.
A) match B) make C) manage D) maintain
6) He has finished designing the coat, he decided to have a break.
A) because B) until C) therefore D) unless
7) Can you what your life would be like in 50 years?
A) imagine B) image C) mirror D) look
8) The reporter gave us a description of what had happened that day.
A) vista B) vogue C) vivid D) really
9) Eve was by a snake to eat an apple.
A) told B) tempted C) tempered D) snapped
10) His lecture received feedback from the audience.
A) possible B) probable C) positive D) post

V. Sentence Structure

Rewrite the following sentences, making use of the phrases given in the brackets.
1. Da Vinci likes painting, architecture, engineering, biology and mathematics.

(such as)

2. He thinks that art is of great help to our life. ( play a part in)

3. He thinks that painting is the first way of art. (in one’s opinion)

4. He is very interested in color, so he chose art as his major. (it is no wonder)

5. It rained heavily last night but he still came to see me. (in spite of)

VI. Pick Up Your Grammar
RIEH YR
RiIERIAI A LT (Notional word) F1pgiE (Form word) WHh, SLiEHRE
EiRHINE, WMTRAR:

11
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HES B B+
217 n. ZRARRTIAN. EYFMEBMEE| | . -
girl, sun, London, family, painting
(noun) ORET
7 pron. RARREZRAURRERLLRME|, my, mine, myself, this, who,
(pronoun) AWEIE, o[, AT, whose, something, a few

&I a.

LY P I R CA R LA I
WE— i, —RMEZIFAHA R

good, green, interesting, tired, good-

( adjective) " looking, hand-made
BT HE o
#97 num. FRAEHE & DR LR R iR A £ | BE#7: one, two, three
(numeral) i, SREHRMEHE, FE#iF . first, second, third
. shiA R R ANMESCR SR, 3hiA .
ZhidA v. o _. _ |walk, sleep, play, like, know
REFTRAEPRERN—F, zhiA| .
(verb) . give, am, is, would, can
EaFHR—MFTEHIBIE,
BRI AkEmshiA., FERE, H
8li7 ad. fbEliE. BREAWiEl, FRBFE., | quickly, neatly, outside,
(adverb) e, BE. AX%, H&E/AE1H nowadays, very, even, only
ShiAlE, &8 MENRWIE,
R the REEIA: a/an
iR M ERIFABE, RARZIRAR
i art. R T EEW: ARARWA, ERSEHEA
(article) FRMNAFON—MER. EX| 0 g s anmE LT 6 e
A\ A) I il A] Bl Al
45 7 FF 4 I T B8 A - ’ ”
NIA—MWNERZ A EH. E—
177 prep. BiF, EAahABmEFEAAFR | at, in, of, since, as for, because of,

( preposition)

5o iRl /R TERY A IR B IR A2 1E I

TMREIE,

including

1" conj.

( conjunction)

ERAEEZRIE, HiE. NA. &
A FH—MER, EAPRE
M AIFMRS o

and, but, if, because, both...and...,
as if, whether

BEALA] int.
(interjection)

RURZARRTEBRRFIERE
A1 o

Ah, Aha, Alas, Oh

Exercises: Decide the part of speech of the bold words.

1. Jack shrugged his shoulders.

2. The kite rises in the sky.

3. This is my pen. Yours is in the box.




4. The first of October is our National Day.

5. A boy wants to see you.

6. Tell me something interesting.

7. Hurrah! We are going to have a long holiday.

8. He decided to leave at dawn, for he had many miles to cover.

9. A bird suddenly flew away.

10. | am angry with him.

VIl. Guided Writing
Develop a short passage entitled “College - A New Experience” by answering the
following questions.

1.
2.
3.

When you first enter university, how do you feel? And why?

Do you find something new in college? What is it?

Do you have to make some changes to suit the new college life?
What are they?

What do you expect to learn in college?

What will you do in the coming four years?

13
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Attitude is Everything

Para 1

Golda Meier, a former Prime Minister of Israel, was once
asked what made Israel such a success against the power of
the united Arab armies. Israel, as you most probably know, is
a small country in the middle of a desert, with almost no natural
resources and no wealth. Meier replied, “All that my country
has is the attitude of its people. If the people lost their attitude,
not even the might of the United States of America could save
us. " A positive attitude of the country overcame all the difficul-

ties throughout its turbulent history.

Para 2

A positive attitude leads to happiness and success and can
change your whole life. If you look at the bright side of life,
your whole life becomes filled with light. This light affects
not only you and the way you look at the world, but also

your whole environment and the people around you.

Para 3

Life is full of difficulties from birth to death. When faced
with problems, we often feel “| am the only one having
such problems. ” Or, we tend to exaggerate our problems
and regard them as most difficult, most painful, and as an
extreme case. But if we look around us, we find people in
much worse conditions. As St. Augustine said, “I cried

for boots, till | saw a man who had no legs. ”

Para 4

Distinguished artists, such as Da Vinci and Pablo Picasso
also overcame numerous difficulties before their great a-

chievements.

Portrait of Golda Meier (1898—1978)




Para 5

Da Vinci, a great painter, sculptor, architect and en-
gineer, was believed to suffer from a number of
learning disabilities. Some people believe the start of
many more projects than he ever completed suggests
that he had attention deficit disorder. Strong evi-
dence in Da Vinci’'s manuscripts and letters proves
the diagnosis of dyslexia. It appears that Leonardo
wrote his notes backwards, from right to left, in a mir-
ror image. This is a trait shared by many left-handed
dyslexic people. In addition to the handwriting, the
spelling errors in his manuscripts showed dyslexia-like
language difficulties.

Mona Lisa by Da Vinci

Para 6

However, Da Vinci overcame his learning disabilities
and finally became one of the most famous artists in
the world. Can you imagine the difficulties facing him?

Para 7

We all hope to achieve success in many areas of our
lives, but sometimes the road to success seems to be
filled with difficulties and events that we hadn’t planned
for. If you are determined to achieve success in life,
you must remain positive and this is the only way to
keep fate in our own hands rather than be controlled
by others.

Madonna with the Yarnwinder by Da Vinci

Para 8

Last but not least, | will give you some tips to help you form and maintain a positive attitude.
1. Seek out the right people (successful and enthusiastic ones who have the right attitude )
and share your personal goals and dreams with them.

2. Select a model to follow. Who you would like to be like? ( Only if you are not happy with the
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way you are. )

Learn from your mistakes. You will learn more from your failures than your successes. Look

beyond your mistakes and enjoy successful experiences.

long.

Believe in yourself and avoid self-pity. Resilient people don’t feel sorry for themselves too

Be persistent. Winning often means getting up one more time than you have already done.

(Words . 558)

New Words

overcome [ ouva'kam]

* turbulent [ 'tarbjulant ]
affect [ o'fekt]

exaggerate [ig'zadzoreit ]
numerous [ 'njurmaras]
sculptor [ 'skalpta]

disability [ diso'biliti ]

x deficit [ 'defisit ]

disorder [ dis'a:da]

x manuscript [ 'manjuskript ]
« diagnosis [ daiog'nausis]
x dyslexia [ dis'leksizo]
backwards [ 'bakwodz ]

x trait [ treit ]

event [i'vent ]

determine [ di'tormin]
enthusiastic [ in0ju:zi'astik ]
 resilient [ ri'ziljont ]

x persistent [ pa'sistont ]

vt

vi.

vi.

&vi. HBE, AR

EELR, M
=21
&vi. ik, (fE) X
Repy, TEH
. BEZIE
BN, TH
TR, ®’RZ
(&0, HlEE) KA
FR, ER, KRS

(E) 2Hi%; LHEiR

2R M

mER, B1TH

ABMNE, BERRR, $HE

. B, XK=
C&vio (fE) TRL, (E) fHRE

HERIEN, Bl
(fEiEMs) KMEY, iBRMIRM
BN ; TR




Phrases and Expressions

lead to S

regard...as - 2l

suffer from A B EME

in addition to BT EH

last but not least EENEHLRREEY
Exercises

| . Comprehension of the Text

Answer the following questions with the right choice.

1. According to the passage, what is Not true about Israel?
A) Itis a small Arab country.
B) It is in the middle of a desert.
C) It has very little natural resources.
D) It defeated the united Arab armies.

2. What is the decisive factor of Israel’'s success?
A) the might of the United States of America
B) the earlier Prime Minister of Israel
C) the attitude of its people
D) natural resources

3. If you look at the bright side of life,
A) you will become richer very quickly B) your life will be filled with light
C) the people around you will be affected D) Both B and C.

4. What does the author mainly want to tell you by the example of Da Vinci?
A) Da Vince is very talented.
B) Da Vinci had dyslexia.
C) Da Vinci also made some mistakes in spelling.
D) Da Vince overcame great difficulties before he succeeded.

5. What, according to the author, should you do to become a positive person?
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A) Be considerate to your friends. B) Believe in yourself.
C) Be honest to your boss. D) Be faithful to your wife/husband.

Il . Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

overcome exaggerate numerous last but not least

enthusiastic determine affect in addition to

some clothes, you should also take some medicine for your trip.

2. The mountaineer a lot of difficulties and finally reached the top of
the mountain.

3. She was to finish the work by the end of this month.

4. All the group members are about the project and it will be done on
time.

5. He did not do much to help us but he his efforts.






